


If you could write a letter to any author, living or dead,
whom would you choose?

Earlier this year, the California State Library, in partnership with the Bay Area Literacy Network
(BAL.it), Northern California Literacy Coalition (NCLC) and the Southern California Library Literacy
Network (SCLLN) presented a challenge to adult learners in library literacy services across the state.
The Challenge? We asked adult learners to select and read a book and then write to the author to tell
them how that book changed their lives.

Over 140 learners took up that challenge and sent letters that showed depth and perception that
warmed the hearts of everyone who read them. The letters opened a window into the lives of our
learners to show how their reading affects their lives. Although not all letters appear here, they
represent the passion and determination to get past barriers and reach their goals that all the letters
expressed. From these letters we can all learn how reading a book can dramatically influence and
change a life.

In this booklet you’ll find letters by the winners and the finalists of the 2007 Writer to Writer
Challenge. Rudy Borboa’s letter to Chris Gardner, the author of “The Pursuit of Happyness”,
identifies his desire to be literate with the author’s pursuit of happiness. Rudy writes:

“| started my pursuit of happiness at the age of fifty. When | said, “enough is enough! 1 can’t
pretend anymore. | need help!” That’s when my journey to be free from illiteracy started. |
met this special person that opened my eyes and mind to a whole world of books and writing.”

You’ll be touched by Alejandrina Roldan’s letter to Ernest Hemingway as she speaks of her strong
desire to reach her goals and compares her determination to the persistence of the old man in “The Old
Man and the Sea”. Lupe Beltran wrote to Adele Faben and Elaine Mazlish to explain how their book,
“How To Talk So Kids Will Listen and Listen So Kids Will Talk” changed her outlook on parenting.
These few examples are just a sample of the talent of our learners. Thank you for participating in this
challenge.

There were two rounds of judging. The first round was conducted by Library Literacy Coordinators
who painstakingly narrowed the field to these 30 included in this booklet. The second round of
judging was conducted by learners from across the state. Thank you all for participating.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the first ever Writer to Writer Committee, Jacquie
Brinkley, California State Library, Kelli Sandman-Hurley and Tracy Block, San Diego Public Library,
Glenda Logie, Marin County Literacy, Shanti Bhaskaran, Santa Clara Public Library, and Donna
Jones, student extraordinaire!! Warm thanks to our three Regional Networks that continue to support
this special event, Bay Area Literacy Network (BALit), Northern California Literacy Coalition
(NCLC) and Southern California Library Literacy Network (SCLLN).

Mary Miller, Chair
Writer To Writer Committee




Writer To Writer 2007

Contents
Beginning Level: Page
Winner:
Rudy Borboa wrote to Chris Gardner author of The Pursuit of Happyness 3
Finalists:
Susana Barba wrote to Paulo Coelho author of The Alchemist 4
Erlinda Benavidez wrote to Jack London author of The Call of the Wild 5
Angela Guthrie wrote to Mattie J. T. Stepanek author of Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait 6
Through Heartsongs
Castleberry Harvell wrote to Kenneth Rudeen author of Jackie Robinson 7
Joe Linhares wrote to Colonel Hunt author of On the Hunt 8
Garland Rabon wrote to Dr. Benjamin Carson author of Gifted Hands 9
Tanya Romanov wrote to Louise Hay author of You Can Heal Your Life 10
Intermediate Level:
Winner:
Alejandrina Roldan wrote to Ernest Hemingway author of The Old Man and the Sea 11
Finalists:
Sandra Cardona wrote to Juanita I. McDonald author of A Child Apart 12
Sophia Chan wrote to Fern G. Brown author of Daisy and the Girl Scouts 13
Julia Fassoth wrote to Virginia Hamilton author of The People Could Fly 14
Judy Gallagher wrote to Mitch Albom author of Tuesdays With Morrie 15
Abel Gamboa wrote to Anna Fienberg author of Borrowed Light 16
Charles Joseph wrote to Maya Angelou author of | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 17
Shannon Lin wrote to John Grisham author of Skipping Christmas 18
Armando Mendoza wrote to Anne Rice author of Violent 19
Mina Silani wrote to Danielle Steel author of Leap of Faith 20
Diana Velcheva Toneva wrote to Jane Resh Thomas author of The Comeback Dog 21
Petr Vopata wrote to Alain Bombard author of The Bombard Story 22

Advanced Level:

Winner:
Lupe Beltran wrote to Adelene Faber and Elaine Mazlish authors of How to Talk So Kids Will Listen 23
& Listen So Kids Will Talk

Finalists:

Gloria Boresoff wrote to Paulo Coelho author of The Alchemist 24
Tammy Lozier wrote to Peter Chase, M.D. author of A First Book for Understanding Diabetes 25
Olivia Moreno wrote to Francisco Jimenez author of Circuit 26
Lupe M. Perez wrote to Susan V. Bosak author of Something to Remember Me By 27
Lenka Priscakova wrote to Phyllis Y. Harris author of From the Soul 28
Jacqueline Redmond wrote to John Steinbeck author of Of Mice and Men 29
Lanette Scott wrote to Antwone Fisher author of Finding Fish 30
David Springer wrote to Stuart Woods author of Capital Crimes 31
Francisco Zelaya wrote to Donald Nieman author of Butterfly Emerging 32

2



Writer to Writer 2007
Rudy Borboa

Orange County Public Library I

Dear Mr. Gardner,

My name is Rudy Borboa. | have read your book the
“Pursuit of Happyness”. You went through a lot in your
life as a child and a young man. You must have had the

strength of a thousand men, or maybe it was strength and

Faith your momma bestowed in you to believe in your self

and never give up no matter what.

Everyone is in pursuit of his and her own happiness, mine happens to be literacy. We share some of
the same struggles in a way. You lived in a home where you were verbally abused by your stepfather

and had a mom that was in and out of your life. As well as being a single parent.

I lived in a home where both my parents worked very hard six days out of the week and never had the
time to tell me they loved me. I’'m living in a society where doors are slammed and the feeling of

being tossed aside shames me.

| started my pursuit of happiness at the age of fifty. When | said, “Enough is enough! | can’t pretend
any more. | need help”! That’s when my journey to be free from illiteracy started. | met this special

person that opened my eyes and mind to a whole world of books and writing.

You had to overcome many obstacles, for me writing and reading were my obstacles. You never gave
up, even when you were faced with a new challenge. When | want to give up | think of my goals and
push forward. You saw an opportunity to better your life through business. My opportunity comes
when words flow on a piece of paper. My pursuit of happiness will happen when I’m no longer a
slave to illiteracy. My millions will come at the end of a pencil when | no longer wear down the eraser
before the pencil. Your book inspired me to write a little about myself. By doing so | am healing
from very deep, old wounds. By writing this book you have encouraged a lot of others, like me to

believe in ourselves.

Sincerely,

|"‘:. LAy ;.:q'\_:-ﬂ !'\-l:._, T
Rudy Borboa

3 Winner: Beginning Level
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Susana Barba
Oceanside Public Library

Dear Paulo Coelho,

My name is Susana and | am so happy to be writing this letter,
to explain my impression of The Alchemist.

I want to explain my own idea about life. For me life is
like a ferris wheel. When the ride begins, it is down; the

next stop is the middle; at other times it is at the top. It
goes around again and again the same way.

My own idea is life at the bottom is with no experiences.
Everybody is looking for a goal to the finish. To get to a
goal there are many stops like on the ferris wheel. In my
opinion, that is what you, Paulo Coelho, tried to show in
The Alchemist.

When | read this book it made me think about my own
experiences, and every time | get to the same conclusion,

life runs like the ferris wheel. There are different positions,

and every time it begins over again, like in the book.

w s The ferris wheel and The Alchemist only made me come to

a conclusion. In each stop what I have won no one can take
away. It is what | have learned through each experience.
For that reason, this book made me reflect. | learned a lot,

and | am ready to continue to learn.

Sincerely,

Susana Barba






